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Introduction 
 In the text before us today (Mat 13.51-52), we have a concise application of the kingdom 
parables so richly set forth in this chapter. Regarding this application, I hope that we can give the 
same answer that the disciples gave about understanding the kingdom parables:  

"Have you understood all these things?" They said to him, "Yes." 52 And he said to them, "Therefore every 
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old." 

The issue of understanding is central in our Lord’s application of the parables (v. 51). However, 
understanding is not an end in itself; it never is biblically. On one hand, knowledge is radically 
important; on the other hand, it brings up responsibility as outlined here (v. 52). 
 To get our bearings: what is the theme of these two verses? It is not understanding per se. 
Understanding is the prerequisite that grounds responsibility, but responsibility in general is not 
the theme (such as, “be responsible”). Verse 52 informs us that Jesus is speaking about a scribe. 
A scribe is a teacher of the law. Interestingly, here, the person in view is a teacher of the law with 
training for kingdom work. Furthermore, Jesus compares this scribe to a householder, who brings 
out of his treasure what is new and what is old (52b). Therefore, we need to find the theme of this context 
in the activity of the scribe who functions like a householder distributing a variety of things from 
his rich storehouse. Due to his training for the kingdom, there seems to be an obvious connection 
between Jesus as the Sower sowing kingdom seed and this “bringing forth” of the treasures of 
the kingdom. Therefore, it is reasonable to take the theme to be Christian witness bearing. 
 Perhaps, there is a distinct focus on the Christian ministry in its witness bearing function 
since Jesus is teaching His disciples and preparing them for their kingdom work. However, there 
is at least some hint here regarding “every” person that Jesus trains for kingdom work through 
His disciples and down through the ages. Thus, we can title the message “Christian Witness 
Bearing” if we keep the fact in mind that witnessing begins with Jesus and His apostles and they 
continue their work through ministers and the people of God over the centuries. Our title is 
subject to refinement, but it captures a basic element here and organizes our thoughts for further 
reflection. Therefore, our theme is Christian witness bearing in two points: its prerequisite and its 
nature.  
 
1A. The Prerequisite of Christian Witness Bearing 
 What is required for witnessing to the truth and spreading the gospel? What condition 
must we meet? The basic prerequisite is understanding or knowledge; that is, knowledge of 
kingdom truth and thus of these parables that serve as vehicles of kingdom truth. 
 The question that Jesus asked the disciples (v. 51) is a fork in the road. We can put 
ourselves into the shoes of the disciples (at least to a meaningful degree), look back over the 
parables of the kingdom, and then give our own answer. It should not be a superficial or 
presumptuous answer. We should answer humbly and thankfully but affirmatively: “Yes, Lord, 
we understand in a basic and growing way.”  
 If we compare this emphasis on understanding with the lack of understanding that our Lord 
attributes to Israel (Mat 13.14), then we have to be very thankful that we are able to see kingdom 
truth and grow in our grasp of it. The sinful nation hears but does not understand: Indeed, in their 
case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: "' You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see 
but never perceive.” Disciples of Christ, by remarkable contrast, hear and see because Jesus blessed 
their eyes and ears: But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 Truly, I say to you, 
many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did 
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not hear it (Mat 13.16-17). Therefore, two basics are involved in understanding: one is a 
definitive blessing of our eyes and ears opening them to see, hear, and know the mysteries of the 
kingdom. The other basic is the blessing of the Lord on our efforts of grappling and wrestling 
with the parables in order to grow in understanding them. There is no escaping it; we have to 
wrestle with the parables and work through contradictory interpretations.   
 Granted, some things about the parables make them available to young and old alike. 
Nevertheless, they are hardly simplistic. The child who grows in understanding is the child who 
thinks about the parable stories and who tries to make some sense of them. 
 For me, the parables demand a great deal of reflection. They are full to the brim with 
promises of God, with benefit, profit, and soul-nurture. 
 The prerequisite for witnessing is a seasoned, tested, counter-question and question 
oriented knowledge of the kingdom by means of seasoned refection on the gospel of the 
kingdom that comes to us in the form of the kingdom parables. We have to be like the disciples 
who with blessed eyes sought explanation as to why the Lord spoke in parables, and they sought 
the meaning of specific parables. Then we have to hear the Lord question us, “Do you not understand 
this parable? How then will you understand all the parables” (Mk 4.13); “Do you understand these things” (Mat 
13.51). 
 Knowledge of the kingdom has two subdivisions: the purpose of the parables and the 
meaning of each parable. Thus, this is an appropriate time to review each subdivision and to back 
up our affirmative answer, “yes, we understand these things.” We can do this by covering two 
questions: what is the purpose of the parables, and what is the thrust of each parable? 
 1B. What is the purpose of the parables? 
 As we have seen, there are three interrelated purposes. First, in relation to the fact that 
Jesus “gushed forth” in parables, we understand that parables manifest the presence of the 
kingdom promised in the OT. They not only teach about the kingdom, but they confirm its 
arrival in history because the promise of the kingdom emphasized the fact that the Messiah 
would announce the presence of the kingdom by a gushing forth of parables (Mat 13.34-35). 
Second, parables serve the purpose of concealing kingdom truth from some to whom “it has not 
been given” to know the mysteries of the kingdom (Mat 13.11b). Third, the purpose of parables 
is to bring people with blessed eyes and ears to a seasoned knowledge of the mysteries of the 
kingdom. For these last two purposes, consider the words of Matthew 13.10-11: Then the disciples 
came and said to him, "Why do you speak to them in parables?" 11 And he answered them, "To you it has been given to 
know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 
 Thus, we should say, “Yes, Lord, we understand and embrace these things; we have 
blessed ears for hearing.” 
 2B. What is the thrust of each parable? 
 Perhaps, you can anticipate my answers, as we consider the parables one at a time. For 
some there is more debate over interpretation than for others, so, we have to engage arguments, 
but not now in this summary. If you want to restudy these arguments, you can go back to the 
previous sermons in this series.  
 From the parable of the Sower, we learn that the kingdom comes in a time of seed sowing 
that leads to a harvest; it comes in the preaching of the gospel despite unresponsive ears. The 
parable of the wheat and the weeds teaches that the coming of the kingdom involves the delay of 
the harvest to the end of the age so that instead of final judgment, the nations have the gospel. 
That gospel, like a mustard plant, begins in a seed form in the teaching of Christ, but becomes a 
mature plant that gives safety and shelter to the birds, to us, in the apostolic form of our Lord’s 
gospel. This mature gospel is a treasure that men appropriate by placing all that they have in 
submission to Christ as king. It is a treasure, further, because the gospel works like leaven that 
effectually saves the whole man, body and soul. The gospel is also a treasure because to secure 
the complete salvation of sinners, Jesus took the role of a pearl merchant who gave all that He 
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had to buy the church as a pearl of immeasurable cost. Now in the time between the comings of 
Christ, the gospel of the kingdom includes the fact that all people are in the gospel net because 
Jesus became Sabbath Lord, that is, Messianic king, by His resurrection. Our duty is therefore to 
proclaim the gospel of the kingdom to all men everywhere by casting the gospel net out to gather 
all kinds of fish. 
 Let us try to put these parables into some kind of outline to capture the ideas in a different 
way.  
 First, we can state a heading that we will carry throughout the outline: The Gospel of the 
Kingdom (gospel of redemption, of kingdom-redemption) 
 Second, we can list the parables in the order we find them with some outline type of 
heading.   
 Sower: Method of the gospel of the kingdom   
 Wheat & Weeds: Timing of the gospel of the kingdom  
 Mustard Plant: Development of the gospel of the kingdom  
 Leaven: Efficacy of the gospel of the kingdom  
 Treasure: Appropriation of the gospel of the kingdom  
 Pearl Merchant: Accomplishment of the gospel of the kingdom  
 Fish Net: Scope of the gospel of the kingdom  
Accordingly, we hear the question again, “Do you understand these things?” and this is our cue 
to the next major point. 
 
2A. The Nature of Christian Witness Bearing 
 Think of what is going on here. This is very personal. If you look back over the purposes 
of the parables of Jesus, and if you consider the thrust of each parable, and then say, “Yes, Lord, 
I understand these things,” then specific (not general) duties of witness bearing fall immediately 
on your shoulders. Just as these duties fell on the shoulders of the apostles, likewise, they fall on 
your shoulders, even if in a derivative and subordinate way.  
 1) First, you are a scribe 
 That means that you are a student of the OT. That is your responsibility. It is not 
something optional. It simply is the case by the appointment of Christ. You are a student of the 
law as a major aspect of OT teaching, and more broadly, you are a student of the promises of the 
entire OT; you are a student of the old covenant. We have to study the OT in various ways, 
always returning there looking for the continuance of the old in the new in a newness that is both 
now and not yet (present now and still to come at the end of the age; Cf. Ridderbos, Matthew, 
269).  
 2) Second, you are a disciple, a learner, of the NT. That too is your responsibility because 
discipleship means training for the kingdom. In other words, you are a student of fulfillment and 
thus of new covenant truth.  
 3) Third, you are a householder, a person responsible for a treasure that you make 
available to others.   
 On one hand, this means that you view the kingdom as a treasure. You see it for what it is 
and you prize it. You desire it for yourself and for others. You see the kingdom gospel as 
something rich, full, historical, real, valuable, down to earth, practical, life-giving, and saving 
sinners in the totality of their existence for both time and eternity. Furthermore, you know that 
the gospel of the kingdom demands a whole-soul commitment; it demands your all; it demands 
that you place all that you are and all that you possess at the feet of Christ the risen king and 
sovereign Lord of all. You say, “not my will, Lord, but your will be done in my life; how can I 
serve you Lord in every area of my life as your servant doing your bidding?”  
 On the other hand, this means that you bring these things out for others, the things that 
you first possess for yourself. The question that Jesus asks is a loaded question. Once you give 
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an affirmative answer, then you find yourself on a very specific pathway of duty. You find that 
you are a learner of the law (you are a scribe) with training for kingdom work that includes 
providing other people with the gospel of the kingdom that is like a treasure containing things 
new and old.  
 
Concluding applications  
 1) There is application here for all of us, for pastors and church members alike. 
 You and I are in view in the question and we are in view in the responsibility that is a 
Christian responsibility to its core. My job is to give you a diet on the word of the kingdom, a 
diet that that encompasses OT and NT. I must work toward the “yes” of understanding things 
new and old. I must grapple with the new wine and new wine skin forms of the OT law and 
promises. I must do so for your sakes so that you can work diligently toward the “yes” of 
understanding things new and old. This involves study for both pastor and flock. It involves 
study of the OT and NT, of the promise and fulfillment, of the history of redemption, of new 
wine in new wine skins, and of treasures new and old. None of this is static. We do not finish the 
Sermon on the Mount and then forget about it. We have to keep on integrating as an ongoing 
process. As we have said, pastors and flocks must engage a diet on the word in its mature form 
of the twenty-seven NT books added to the authoritative thirty-nine OT books. This kind of diet 
is not optional but basic to the Christian life, because Jesus is our teacher, and He trains us for 
kingdom work.  
 2) Both pastor and flock must be careful how they hear the things of the kingdom. 
 It is unmistakably clear that hearing brings specific responsibility. We must take heed 
how we hear because the things we learn are ours not to put under a bushel basket or to hide in a 
closet. No, Jesus gives us truth to share as if it were a candle put on a lamp stand in order to give 
light. God blesses us that we may be a blessing. What He gives to us is indeed for us and for our 
good, our enjoyment, and our blessing, but it is not for us alone. It is always for us to share. That 
includes our possessions as in showing hospitality and sharing our time in Christian love. 
Regrettably, we can be very selfish in this regard in the sharing of our homes, possessions, and 
time. However, we should see that this sharing of homes, possessions, and time goes with the 
sharing of our greatest possession, kingdom treasure new and old.  
 Therefore, if I can say “yes” in some meaningful way regarding the parables, then I am a 
teacher of the law with training for kingdom work, and I am responsible to provide treasures new 
and old to others. Therefore, if you can say “yes” in some meaningful way regarding the 
parables, then you are teachers of the law with training for kingdom work, and you are 
responsible to provide treasures new and old to others.  
 Consequently, we are individually and corporately responsible to take the gospel of the 
kingdom parables to others with the prayer that God will cause them to wrestle with these things 
and glorify Christ as the treasure of all treasures.  
 
May we fall down before the majesty of our great king, the risen Lord Jesus, may we acknowledge 
our true need of Him, and may we commit ourselves again to do His bidding for to Him belongs all 
that we have and all that we are, and to Him belongs all honor and glory, amen.  


